
November
Activity of the month

Go tracking!
The Avon Gorge and the Downs
are home to lots of wildlife from
bats and buzzards to woodpeckers
and weasels. Much of our wildlife
is active at dawn and dusk
(crepuscular) or at night
(nocturnal). Wild animals also tend
to avoid humans where possible -

so to see who has been around, you will need to use your detective
skills and go tracking!

Winter is a great time for this. Muddy puddles and paths reveal
animal tracks, and as the leaves fall from the trees, you can spot
last year’s birds’ nests among the branches. It is also easier to spot
animal holes in banks and on the ground once the summer plants
have died back.

See how many of the following
clues you can spot on the Downs
to find out which wild animals
live here! Some of these clues
are harder to find so it may take
a few visits to spot them all!
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1. Bird’s nest - As the leaves
fall, you might spot nests tucked
into the brambles or in the tree
tops. This is a long-tailed tit’s
nest. It’s stuck together with
spider web and decorated with
lichen

2. Fur - Look in
bramble patches for
snagged hair or fur,
especially on animal
trails.

3. Animal hole -
Lots of animals make
holes in the ground,
including badgers,
foxes, wood mice and
bumble bees. Look in
wooded areas and on
banks.

4. Nibbled nuts -
Rummage around under
hazel and oak trees to
see who has been
feasting! Squirrels, mice
and birds all enjoy nuts.
These hazelnuts were
split open by a squirrel.

5. Paw prints - Look out
for prints in soft mud on
paths and around puddles.
The tracking activity in the
‘Discover’ section  of our
website will help you identify
the different tracks. This
print was left by a fox.

6. Pecked and gnawed pinecones -
Woodpeckers, squirrels and mice all like to eat the
seeds tucked between the scales of pinecones.
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Which of these clues can you spot on the Downs?….
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7. Oak galls - Look
for galls on the ground
under oak trees. These
strangely shaped
knopper galls were
caused by gall wasps
laying their eggs in
acorns.

8. Woodpecker hole -
Woodpeckers make their
nests in holes like this.
They also drill holes
when feeding, looking
for insects hidden under
bark.

9. Food remains - A
large patch of pigeon
feathers marks  the site of a
kill. Sparrowhawks, foxes
and weasels all like to eat
birds.

10. Poo - Poo or ‘scat’
can tell us which animals
are about, and even what
they are eating with
berries, seeds, bones or
hair often visible.

11. Thrush anvil - Broken snail shells
scattered around a stone can show where a
thrush has been feeding. Using the stone
(known as an anvil), the thrush smashes
shells open to reveal the juicy snails inside!

12. Goat signs - A herd of Kashmir goats
live in a part of the Gorge and Downs known
as the Gully. They like to eat bark, scraping it
off trees with their bottom teeth. See if you
can spot bare patches on the trees in the
Gully where they have been munching. You
might also find little round balls of goat poo
along the path!
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